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Head Teacher’s Message

Well, we have reached half term and it has been an especially busy one, starting with the
OFSTED inspection on 6" and 7t January. We are now pleased to be able to circulate the
report and it should available to read on the OFSTED website from today. We are delighted that
the inspectors recognised many of our strengths and we acknowledge the areas identified for
improvement. These align with our own priorities, and the inspectors acknowledged that we
have already identified these issues but that time is needed to see the impact of our actions.

We are grateful for the continued support of our children, families, staff and governors. Our
focus remains on ensuring every child receives the very best education and opportunities to
thrive.

Here are some of the wonderful comments within the report:

‘Pupils feel a sense of belonging here. They enjoy being part of the positive environment that
leaders have created.’

‘Pupils enjoy their learning. They behave well during lessons and at social times. Pupils are
respectful, polite and well-mannered towards others.’

‘Children get off to a positive start in the early years. Staff build warm relationships with children
and their parents and carers. From the outset, children settle quickly into well-established
routines.

‘Leaders and governors act in the best interests of pupils. They have a sharp understanding of
the strengths and areas for development in the school. Leaders have focused on identifying and
improving many aspects of the school’s work.’

‘Leaders provide well for pupils’ personal development, ensuring that all pupils, including those
who are disadvantaged, can access new experiences. They have ensured that pupils learn
important information that prepares them well for their future lives in modern Britain.’

‘Pastoral support is a strength of the school. Staff forge caring and nurturing relationships with
pupils.’




Attendance

Class Attendance This week’s winners are
Reception 98%

Year 1 96%

Year 2 97%

Year 3 96%

Year 4 91%

Year 5 100%

Year 6 96%0

Well done!

Is your child too ill for school? To help improve attendance we are working very hard to encourage
children to attend if they are able to, please follow the advice in the link below, to determine, when
your child should be off school. Is my child too ill for school? - NHS

Winning House Team

Well done to the winning House Team this half term ...

St. Francis.

Assembly this week

The E-Safety Champions delivered an assembly all about Al and how we can use it safely. The
children have enjoyed learning about Al and have completed an activity relating to the safe use
of it.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Caritas in Action — St. Joseph’s Penny Boxes

Today we are sending each child home with a Caritas St.
Joseph’s Penny Box. We have traditionally supported this
worthwhile charity during Lent, which begins on 18t
February.

Caritas Salford helps people across Greater Manchester and
Lancashire experiencing poverty, homelessness,
disadvantage and discrimination to transform their lives
with dignity.

If each child in school managed to fill their box with £3.00 in loose change, that would be over £500
raised for the charity!

Could boxes be returned to school by Monday, 30" March.




Wheelchair Sports

On Monday, A1MultiSport introduced us to wheelchair sports. We had a very informative lesson
which taught us all about moving around in a wheelchair. Children showed fantastic understanding
about people who need to use wheelchairs in daily life.

More photos on Facebook

A Reminder About “Keep Clear” Markings Outside the School Gates

We kindly remind all parents and carers not to pull up on the
yellow “Keep Clear” markings outside the school gates, even if
it is just for a quick drop-off.

These markings are there to keep sight lines clear, ensure
children can enter and exit safely, and prevent congestion at
the busiest times of the day. When cars stop on the yellow lines
- even briefly - it creates hazards for pupils crossing the road and
makes it more difficult for families and staff to see approaching
traffic.

Please ensure you park safely and walk your child to the gate.

Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe and ensuring a
calm, smooth start to the school day.



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069015431368&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbFjE0X3mcfFDByTIyep3ab1R7t5lAyZF1GK1IFX4D-juLwFWUOsk8vaKW23pgbp4RM5Oyow5u1uWnx62MVikgd3Ie564ln2C8-Dj30vCZRNdCGIgaiDvItxPefkN169aI7M5w9pYlbVHSD7ZI8LbKtS_2ca2fEPW9x26l3c0SQ4993lEVi37KvBZUo-AC4Ref0UwF7sz72sQKwVQXuglFr&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Safer Internet Day

On Tuesday, Safer Internet Day, we linked staying safe on-
line to Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme is ‘Smart
tech, Safe choices-exploring the safe use of Al.’

Reminder, we are holding a session for parents on

Monday, 23" February at 2.45 pm.

This will be led by a member of Bolton’s Computing team and
will explore the safe use of Al. - ARSE e Sy

245 - 115pm

Year 1 — Art

To complete this half-term’s art topic, the Year 1 children have been creating their own colour-mixing
artwork.

Using paper plates and paint, the children explored how secondary colours are made by mixing primary
colours. They produced some wonderful pieces and really enjoyed experimenting with different
combinations.




Children’s Mental Health Week

This week, as part of Children’s Mental Health Week, our classes have been exploring their happy
places. The children have created some fantastic artwork, and it's been wonderful to see the imagination
and positivity in their pictures.

As part of Children’s Mental Health Week, Year 2 have been thinking about different emotions they feel.
We played a game where we had to guess an emotion our partner was feeling based on their facial
expression. | wonder what emotion they were feeling?




Year 2 — Kier Construction Visit

Year 2 had an awesome time building bridges with Jess and Tess from Kier Construction. We tested
which shapes were the strongest and experimented with how we could reinforce them. Every bridge
passed the test and held the car. It's looking like we have some future engineers here -
watch this space!




Wear what you love day 2026

The PTA have raised £41.00 from our Wear What You Love Day. All funds will go towards
improving the outdoor area for our Reception class.

Thank you to everyone who took part and supported the event.

If your child came to school in their own clothes,

it's not too late to make a donation via the MCAS app.




Kit Car Sponsorship Appeal

KIT CAR SPONSORSHIP
APPEAL
We are aiming to raise

£600

to support the children who will be designing
and building our kit car, giving them a fantastic
opportunity to race it at Croft Circuit.
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If you are able to donate any amount or know
any business willing to sponsor us, it would be
greatly appreciated.

We would also love to hear from you if you
have any amazing fundraising ideas - all
support is gratefully received.

office@holy-infants bolton sch uk




Class Assembly Dates

Class assembly dates are listed below. Parents are welcome to attend all assemblies.

All assemblies start at 9.00 am and last for approximately 30 minutes.

Class Date
Year 3 6" March 2026
Reception 13" March 2026
Year 4 24" April 2026
Year 2 21 May 2026

Please note: due to class assemblies, if your child receives a Star of the Week certificate during that
week, it will be presented in class. A separate parental invitation will not be sent for these certificates.

Year 4 Swimming reminder

Year 4, swimming programme continues until with the last session
being on Wednesday 1%t April 2026.

Please ensure your child brings their swimming kit to school on
swimming days, including:

e Swimming costume
e Towel

e Swimming cap (required if hair is shoulder-length or longer)

As swimming is part of the National Curriculum, we are unable to exclude any child from participating in
this activity. It is therefore essential that all pupils come prepared with the correct kit.

INSET day reminder

Friday 13 February is an INSET day and children are

L4
'“SET not in school.

'AY School will re-open on Monday 23rd February after half term.




Reception Class

Reception class have really enjoyed 'Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle' time. We've done lots of movement
and mark making to some great songs. We also made our own Winter Olympic ski slope in our outdoor
area and later that day, we took part in an inclusive sports lesson with wheelchairs.

Year 5 PE

This half-term, Year 5 have been learning about movement in dance as part of their PE lessons. The children have
been exploring different ways to travel, balance, and create sequences, developing both their coordination and
confidence along the way.




myHappymind — Reminder

myHappymind

We are proud to be a part of the myHappymind family!

We are launching this whole school programme which has been designed and dedicated to building
positive mental wellbeing. myHappymind helps children understand how their brains work and creates a
culture that helps to build children’s resilience, confidence, and self-esteem. myHappymind also
teaches children how to self-regulate and manage their emotions in stressful times, allowing them to be
their best selves!

myHappymind also has a parent app to support you as a parent in understanding what your child is
learning and activities for you to do together at home, plus so much more! You will receive a separate letter with
instructions on how to set up your app.

NEW - PE Days

Children can come into school wearing their PE kits on PE days. Please support us by ensuring the kit is
as specified on the website. Earrings should not be worn on PE days.

Year 1 Tuesday

Year 2 Tuesday

Year 3 Monday

Year 4 Wednesday — Swimming
Year 5 Thursday

Year 6 Thursday
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Facebook

Our page is a fantastic way for you to stay up-to-date with all the latest news, events, and
updates from our school community.

Why Follow Us on Facebook?

o Timely Updates: Be the first to know about school events,
important announcements, and any changes to schedules or
procedures.

e Celebrating Achievements: Join us in celebrating the achievements and successes of
our pupils and staff. From academic awards to sports victories, we’ll share it all!

e Fun and Informative Content: Look out for fun posts about school trips, interesting
visitors, and behind-the-scenes glimpses of school life.

How to Follow Us:

1. Visit Our Page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61568209816401

2. Click ‘Like’: By liking our page, you’ll start receiving our posts in your newsfeed.

3. Share Our Page: Spread the word! Share our page with other parents and family
members so they can join our growing online community.

We hope to see you on Facebook soon!

Please look out for our #WakeUpWednesday
posts on Facebook, which provides the
knowledge and skills parents and carers need
to keep up with the latest information and
issues when it comes to online safety and
mental health & wellbeing.

Parent Workshop: Supporting

é\ o L A A Children with Emotionally Based
N SEND SERVICE School Non-Attendance
PARENT WORKSHOP On Friday 13th March, Woodbridge SEND Service will be
el Poiios of B stionitly hosting a parent workshop focused on supporting children
Based School Non-Attenders (EBSNA) who experience emotionally based school non-attendance.

Time: 9:30-10:30am
Cost: £15 per family

Please use the booking link here:

Woodbridge SEND service / Training

anxiety '



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61568209816401
https://www.woodbridgesend.co.uk/training

Familfies

Together -/

Bolton | Together
Empumering Fomies Through Peey Segport

IThrive Parent Peer Support
Programme

We understand that being a parent/carer can be difficult,
and looking after a child with mental health difficulties can
be challenging. It is important for parents/carers to get
support and guidance for themselves.

Who is it for?

» Parents looking to improve their wellbeing and receive
support and guidance.

» Professionals looking to refer families for emotional/ practical
peer support.

* Parents can self refer or professionals can refer via the QR
code below.

What do we provide?

One to one sessions to provide support and guidance.
Signposting parents to receive practical support.

Providing emotional support parent to parent.

Weekly Support Group to meet other parents and chat in a
safe space.

l Parent Support Group
All of our Wednesdays 10-11am

servicesare = Oxford Grove Family Hub
free BL13BH

Drop in, no need to book!

For More information please contact Families Together
Email familiestogether445@gmailcom
Call: 07514484157

Go to: familiestoaether.ora.uk




