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Coronavirus  

As ever, I would like to thank you for your continued support during these unprecedented times. 

Our priority will be to continue to maintain the smooth running of Holy Infant and St Anthony School, ensuring 

the education of your child continues, bearing in mind the need to minimise the risk to all members of our 

community. 

As I write, we have received no notification by the Government for schools to take any action at this moment in 

time.   

We have been told that schools should only close when the relevant Public Health Authority has recommended 

closure.  The vast majority of schools in England remain open.  This is because Public Health England (PHE) believe 

we are a long way off the peak of this virus, which may only be reached in May/June time.  This is a constantly 

changing situation and I will do my best to ensure you have all the information as soon as I do.  Any information 

regarding school closures will be sent as a directive from the Local Authority following Government guidelines and 

we will obviously notify parents immediately if this action is required.   

The decision to close will not fall with me or any other head teacher – it will come from PHE and the LA. 

At Holy Infant’s we have put extra cleaning duties in place using antiseptic wipes and liquids.  Every classroom has 

a dispenser with antiseptic gel in, which children use when coming in and out of the classroom.  We have plenty 

of soap and hot water which the children use after using the toilet (obviously) and at other scheduled times of the 

day.  We have always used ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ and remain vigilant to ensure this continues. 

We have spoken to the children to allay their fears about the virus; this is not to reduce the severity of the 

situation but to ensure they do not worry unnecessarily and to give them the correct information to keep 

themselves safe.   

Keeping children off school who are not ill and not showing signs of the virus is, at this time, unnecessary and I 

would hope that, you will continue sending your children to school. This may well change in the near future and 

school may well be shut for some time – but until then school remains open.  I always put the health of our 

children and staff first.  

This afternoon the DFE have sent their latest advice which says that if your child has a high temperature (37.8 

degrees or above) and has a new, continuous cough they should stay at home for 7 days, regardless of whether 

they have travelled to affected areas. 
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In the event of school closure we will be issuing information on our school website, through Teacher to Parent 

texts and on Twitter.   

There will also be links on the website to learning platforms for you to use with your children that will help with 

continued learning. 

Learning websites:  children have got appropriate log in information where needed and will be familiar with the 

following: 

 Purplemash  

 TT Rockstars  

 LBQ – codes will be available daily on school twitter page 

 BBC clips – free resource 

 Twinkl 
 

Children in Y2 and Y6 would also be bringing home learning packs to support their preparation for SATs.  Children 

in Y1 will have phonics packs to prepare them for their test in June. 

All children will have at least 2 reading books and should continue to read daily.  Teachers will endeavour to 

contact their classes to set tasks through Purple Mash and other means – these tasks can be completed online, 

and the teacher will be able to assess them remotely.   

I will contact you again on Monday if the situation changes.  Thank you for your continued support in this very 

difficult time for us all. 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs H Mcgrath  

Mrs H Mcgrath  
Head Teacher  

 
    

   


