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17th April 2018 

Dear Parents of Children making their First Holy Communion, 

I am sure you share with me the disappointment that we cannot use our church this Saturday for Holy 
Communion.  We had hoped (and prayed) that the work would be complete but unfortunately it has uncovered 
some structural damage and it is not safe to use.   

We have always had a ‘Plan B’ in the event that the works over-ran and we are now putting it into action.  First 
Holy Communion will now take place in the Chapel at Thornleigh School.  I am hugely grateful for Thornleigh’s 
kind offer to use their beautiful chapel. 

As you will have been informed in our phone call this morning, we have arranged for the chapel at Thornleigh to 
open at 9.30am.  The photographer will be there to take individual, family and a group photographs.  The actual 
mass does not start until 11am so once you have had your photo taken you can leave your child with us for final 
preparations. 

Please remember to turn off all mobile phones and do not take photos or videos during this most holy and special 
sacrament – there will be lots of time after.  During the mass we ask for silence, obviously except for the times 
when you will be joining in and singing your hearts out!  We are not allowed to consume food or drink in the 
Chapel during mass.  Parking will be available on the playground which is located through the main entrance and 
then through the large gates where the road dips down into the yard.  Please note the one way system on exit. 

We are not returning to school for refreshments as the vast majority of families we spoke to had arranged their 
own celebration; we will, however, organise a special party for the children in school in the next couple of weeks. 

We will be practising and preparing the children in school this week and there is a final meeting with Mr Pugh 
after school this Thursday 19th April. 

I must say thank you to Mr Pugh for preparing the children during the Sacramental Programme and all other staff 
who have supported the children on their journey.  I still remember my First Holy Communion as the most special 
day and wish you, your children and your families the same experience!  The weather even looks good!   

If you have any questions or queries about these new arrangements please don’t hesitate to ask.  

Yours sincerely 

H McGrath 

Helen McGrath 

Head Teacher 

 

             


